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'JTHROUGH Chief, Security Staff, OSA .

a8

‘y;fSUBJECT» Proposed Emergency Plan for Tagboard Operationszfgf

< #5A?

1. The following is a discussion of a proposed cover story’
(Attachment #1) to accommodate a poss1ble mishap involving Tage :
board operations which are increasing in number and complexity.: = "

So long as Tagboard operations continue to be conducted from
Area 51, the primary cover requ1rement 1s to conceal the true

“. with Tagboard operatlons in the event of an emergency landlng
.or an inadvertent launch of the Tagboard Article resulting in
... some disaster. 'If and when Tagboard is transferred to Beale
. AFB, the cover story W111 require revision.
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2. The aircraft filing procedures for Tagboard Operatlons;7§ff
are the same as for other Area 51 ogeratlonalwalrcraft (Boxer . . .-
and Dutch). Under this arrangement, the aircraft claims to \'1}
.. originate from Edwards Air Force Base and file for the S$.0.A, o
v Flight plans are also. closed out using Edwards AFB from the -,;ﬁ*
S$.0.A.. This procedure is a proven one and should continue. ~ {f
- It is considered necessary, however,_ to clear and brief a few == #-
"j.key personnel at Edwards AFB such as the Operations Officer, -;j},'
Base Commander and PIO to a limited extent so that they will R
respond to any inquiries in the proper fashion. A responsible -
-officer should be designated at Edwards AFB to serve as the R
- coordinator for Tagboard matters. It is suggested that this L

. officer bé identical With the individual who coordinates similar
. cover arrangements on behalf of Project Oxcart.

3. Inasmuch as the mounted D-21 resembles an air to ground

.n?'m1551le, it is suggestéd that adV”“tage “be taken of this resem-

- blance. Where some explanatlon is necessary and in response to
» a direct indguiry, it is recommended that the story to be related

-by all concerned be as foliows: . ‘ St .
t - ) . - K . » _(4 . . o .l;‘- .
o, . "This is an X5 ASK underg01ng ‘testing under £light e L

f,: conditions av Edwards AFB.. It is not armed and ST

——_....,..‘_-.r-——-—-——’—-‘
thererure 13 “ot hazardous
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- The fact that the alleged AGM is not armed with a nuclear L
~ warhead should be stressed. This is done by describing it ., <"
.. as "not hazardous". No comments beyond the above should be ' . i
: - made concerning the D-21 and additional 1nqu1r1es should be A
'jreferred to SAFOI. T s

e 4. There are two situations which could arise; an "ﬁ’ﬁ"
" emergency landing with the D-21 still mounted or an inadvertent -
" launch 6f ThHe D-2IT7 Thé cover story referred to in paragraph 3.
. above should suffice for either. In the latter instance, it , M -
- . would be expected that the D-21 and payload would be virtually
destroyed' and unidentifiable. In the event an emergency landing
is required with the D-21 mounted, the crew will 'make every R
-effort to land at.a SAC base which can accommodate a B-52. gy
O The crew will follow the emergency procedures as set forth in

‘o paragraph 7, AFR 55-14. Under this procedure, the typlcal call
- 1\to the SAC‘controI“tower would be as follows: . ;

lj_,-’

Isolated taxiing and parklng is requested.. If ~ il tETT
explosives become enveloped in flames, detonation #{f’ oo
';.may be expected immediately if casing is damaged. - °
‘(Appropriate number) personnel, all forward. S .
: u.(Approprlate number) gallons fuel remaining. : Tt
"(Nature of Emergency), special precautlons, all ' e
" personnel required to participate in firefighting
f; and rescue operations must wear protective clothing . - .
" and approved breathing apparatus due to toxic effect M
of burning agent. Apply emergency procedures accord-
ingly."
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: 5. The Base Commander of the SAC base will be requested
. by the Aircraft Commander to isolate the aircraft and provide
.. Air Police guards to the extent possible. Shrouds are carried
aboard the B-52 so that the D-21's can be concealed from the
.~ curious once on the ground. The cover story in paragraph 3
+ ¥ above will be provided to the Base Commander with a further
-~ request that no visitors be permitted and an admonition that o
."*' no further 1nformatlon should be released 31nce the item is .
8 hxghly cla981f1ed S R S s L S
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6. Normally, when an emergency is declared, FAA is the . :
first to become aware of the situation. The FAA Controller RREA
+ then notifies the point of origin (Edwards AFB in this instance), .
"EAFB in all likelihood might also be alerted by the base on - ~ . .
which the B~52 intends to make an emergency landing so it is .1
important that cleared petsonnel at EAFB are brlefed on the S
exlstence of these fllghts.

' 7. Durlng all flights, a Tagboard representatlve will be
-on duty’ in the control Room at Area 51. It is proposed that
thls officer serve as the focal p01nt for alerting 1nterested
partles in the event of a mishap with a Tagboard operation s0.:
- that the respon81b111t1es delzneated in Attachment #l -can be’
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PROPOSED COVER PLAN FOR TAGBOARD OPERATIONS . . & - . '« .

1. B-52 Crash Involving Severe Damage and Death

’ﬁv;?g.t A. "If a crash occurs involving the Tagboard B~52 and a

. press release is required, it is proposed that Edwards»‘g

o ‘ A
R SREFIR A S
.. AFB serve as spokesman for the Air Force and that -‘jhgy,;'
",";" ,; e
standard procedures be used in the search and rescue - /i
. 3 . R . ‘-,‘ “‘.‘ ry "‘_»‘:'

operations, notification of next of kin, etec. If it oo

is determined that the'D~2; has been destroyed and isjf'f

unrecognizable} no mention should-pe made of specialtVf gﬁ

. operations or classified mission.: The press released;gfléﬂie
i -.ghould bedconfined.to_tﬁe foliowing‘conoerning‘its%fdf}ii;bv
’*Tﬁission: S . L q R DR

t'TQPA B-52 aircraft operating out of Edwards'AFB ‘

has crashed. The aircraft was on a routine

-

flight for the purpose of checklng out on—board

A ( equipment.” ‘ ‘ .f;i"i, ¥ i '{§
;QE;;7?21“ safe Emergency Landing with D-21 Mounted -‘; dQ’ o j .“ijd{l
,;#f ‘:ffJA?‘ ‘The story to be provided to officials at a base where. :7 L
g? . a safe emergency landlng takes place should be conflned -:k
- v | to the following: | o

;;f'y?;f v+  fi"ThlS B-52 aircraft is operating out of Edwards

: O :

i;:g,ﬁfifi}f;xjjfﬂﬂAFB'and is involved in the Research and Develop—l¥3ia5f
";irf?}HTfﬂ‘ : mept of 'a new Air to Ground Missile (AGM) | This:‘;‘; ‘
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.-, AGM is unarmed and not.'hazardoug'.g'mhe,
“fltem and other details concernlng the .- E
_zm1551on of the B-52 are classified. 4

. Base gommander should be requested to:

'provige isolated parking'fof(the aircraftf_;

jAprovide air police protectien to prevent; 1{‘ 'f
',unauthorlzed personnel frOm approachlng the
“aircraft :
release only that information set fofﬁh iﬁf" ‘
paragraph'ZA above to other base persopnelf?iﬁ: i E
who might require some explanation and? B L
instruct such personnel to refrain from :
further dlssemlnatlon of the information. i?:¢fiV~. -
. s
,?of the cover story or where'therevis doubt that the@;'ﬁ{i;_ "E
. story has been commﬁnicated to the Base Commande:; f fiﬁf‘
:vthe Tagboard officer on duty at the Area SleontreIQ;;t
. fCenter will immediately telephonically relay the effl:ﬁ*w
: -%f ”text of the story set forth in paragraph 2A above ,:‘f '
1 r[:'to the Base Commander at the emergency landing siterfﬁfji*”

/< and request that the Base Commander make no further

s

B “ﬂﬁistatement until such tlme as' a. PrOJect representatlve w,“v.A

{

Sl arrlves fo take charge of the s;tuatlon.:3,ff'»urf .
; ' v' ’ . < " . . art “ . \ . o M . & :" - ' N
X jeﬁ Jf;ﬁ.’ Lo o
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The Base Commander should be provided with the

' - telephone number of the Area 51 Control Center

fl; so that he haswan N !;jgf{ff;f_
1mmed1ate point of contact W1th Project offic1ai§ ﬂd;ﬁ;ii
until such time as a PrOJect representatlve can‘“:,;x&;;
. : a e, iy ¥ e P :
get to the scene{ - | ;-'71""ﬁdytc. '}*TffﬁfJZT E
o PR LRITINN R L v
Launch of a D-21 . . .fj &1< f ,ﬁ:i§“h. 2
l; Should the launch of a D-21 bring about some. need for . é
;la press release due to a dlsaster or: for some other;k”

fréason&{Edwards AFB shculd,éerve aq the spokeSman;ands
'relate the following: | o L S o

B
e

;»“An unarmed, 'non-hazardous’ Aif to Ground Missi;éiﬁ'
!“carried aboard a B-52 opefaticg'from Edwards AFB
broke loose from its B-52 pylon cnd crashed;‘ fheﬂtiwA
AGM was undergoing a routine 1n—f11ght checkout

e It is recommended that the followlng responsibllltles
t;;id_ . be establlshed as 1ndlcated-{ f- o ’ v ﬂf?-'ff;vﬁw
.'mArea 51 |

ﬂ7i;' The Tagboard Officer on duty at the~COntrolc"“'

&, Center 'will initially serve as the focal point=ir-- o ..
g} N
’in the event of an emergency situat:i.on._,.Helj e LT
T T
A
ol ; , . ”
’ I : ' ‘ *
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(a) - Program Di#ector " . 'ﬁ‘h}
3 Commander, 4200 Supéort Squadxon°.'5 >
,w%;;(c)‘ West Coast Security Officer |

{J;ﬁ(d) Tagboard COordlnator at Edwards AFB ~

ﬁ'(e)J West Coast Representatlve of Tagboard

*® S‘x

e Program Office o {; . f?_ S

(f) Area 51 Security B . "‘ijf
" Area 51 will provide such support and assistance

to the recovery team as might be prudent within . -

»

- '.the bounds of good.security.and c0ver.g} ,; ';:fflﬁ

‘:ifEdwards AF¥FB (Tagboard Coordinator)‘ : h ' | L

’:l;;‘Arrange for release of the appropriate cover .

| “;story as delineated above based on the circum—ti;f;:ﬁﬁ;l
stances surrounding the emergency. |

Brlef key Tagboard approved personnel at Edwards .vl?fﬁ

AFB on the situation and the cover stOry whichlw

they are to use. ERTAADE
:‘: ?':' . .‘t (AR
P P

Arrange for backstopplng personnel 1nvolved in" 177”

recovery operations. 'l_:m,5lf ?:'~‘ _;Qofj”\o'
Commander, 4200 Support Squadron '1‘ ' R P
. . )‘(: ‘ 5 s
l. Assume responsxblllty for all aspects of the i 7 7o

‘recovery‘operatlon“ o .,'"‘-' ' R

SRR
R oot
fInitiate action to notlfy next of kin 1f approp- R
v N . x o
_! A . . __;_a. .
‘ulrmate¢4 W1Ves W1ll be prOV1ded the same story as
0 LIRS S BV iﬁz'f“x“ e LY
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set forth in paragraph 2A and provided with a - -
point of contact at 4200 Support Squadron BT SN A
. ‘ . ' e v e
.. Headquarters for further contact. They should ',
"be specifically informed not to discuss any '«Qﬁfﬁ : ’
.":."‘ e 7 .,w
matters concerning the 4200 Support Squadron *. ', -7
~* with the press or other unauthorized persons. ..:'* -
. . : ! TRy A
Activate recovery operations. Personnel who .
. will be involved in the recovery operations
‘will be briefed as to the cover story released .. .
NYCRR ' . - ] . . ':: AT ,z.’
¢ “*and will be instructed to indicate in response -, »

' to specific inqﬁiries that they are temporarily -7~1ﬁﬁ”¢

based at Edwards AFB so as to be consistent with'!f :
. the cover story. They will be specifically ff:g
admonished not to discuSs‘the”Tagboard mission' Ll
L .'.ﬁ“ vz"

‘or details of - the emergency. 51tuat10n Wlth anyone.

;D. West Coast Security Office | ‘ '. o 1?- ;Hf,
fl: Provide a Security Offlcer(s) to accompany the ;
4200 support Squadron recovery team and‘se:ve’- >
" as security advisor to the Commander. :
_Coordinate between 4200 Support Squadron, the
U;West Coast Program Representative, Headquarters, '
Area 51 and Edwards AFB on release of information
”‘and use of support_persqnnel”in';ecoveryQOperations."
K : MR . PR O
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?rogram Director/Projeet Héédﬁuartﬁfﬂ

’
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1. Serve as COordlnator and focal p01nt for all

¢ B

LIRSS

.

.. matters not of immediate concern to fleld

R TR

elements as delineated above.

Establlsh llalson with appropriate Head- -

f{“ quarters level agencies to obtain support;

and restrict the release of'informationf

o
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