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MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL
TAGBOARD Nl SENT —

SUBJECT: G
1. Aside from satellites, TAGZCARD is probably the bes
potential aircraft coverilignt sysiem ihat we nave on the drawmg
i este it somewhat
livical standpoint. During

&

boards today. The fact that it is
tiractive {(see iiem ;

its flight phase (90, 000 feet © e 10 presently
know air defense sysitems., C 1 D ularly wvulner-
able during the pre-launch phase (while still aboard the B-52H).

T ; aticz is also vulnerable. Neces-

he entire payload recovery oper
sary pre-positicning of recovery forces (essentially same as used

C
for satellite recovery) pinpoinis recovery area for anyone interested
in preventiing recovery.

]

2. TAGBOAZD is not yel an coeraticnal program: Of five
launchings, using the A-iZ "mother £hin'', a paylcad was never re-
covered; launch from the =Z-52 is vet o ke demonstrated - the

system must vbe recualified with “-';lze S5-~5Z2 launch saircraft. Thus,
it will be some time 1

T
befcre the sysiem can be considered operations
ready.

3. If TAGSCARD could be made rezly tomoerrow, there is
serious doubt that the 332 would authorize its employment. First,
the sonic boom efiect of this suserscnic veaicle on tnmgs and
people on the ground is yet o te de";ermined. TAGRBOARD is a
large airplane - it incorporaies an e:*p‘*osive arge d\, igned to
destroy the ailrplane Shortly aiter e payloac is ejected. Under
not-too-far-fetched conaiticns, a malfunciicn could cause TAGBOARD
to go ballistic and impact on Peiving, Zonz Xong, etc. With these
probabilities in mind {(albeit reraote) the Suaie Department and 303
Committee would probably be unwilling to authorize employment of
TAGBOARD.
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4, The 303 nas been asking goneirating cuestions about
the future of this system - 14 TAGZSOARD Q(‘O’léa {(remaining
from the first buy) are ''stackecd like corc-wood' at Lockheed.
Additional systems are being procurcc, The systems are
expensive (about $ 3 million each) anc are expended in a single
flight.
5. When TACZSOARD becomes operstional, it is to be
operated by SAC. In tae event thet it is to be used for over-
flights, the requests for autnorizaticn, eic. could be processed
from SAC to the JCS (JRC) i 1o the 303 - by way of the
NRGO - as are the Blue Spring /\Kkm Zice type missions.
6. has this o say about TAGRBCARD.
a. It's still In the NZZ S year grogram.
b. It's fundea under the same clzssified line item as are
the 147 drones.
c. Dr. Tlax has szlic that, if he is pressured to reduce the
number of programs in the NRP, TAGBOAXD would be the first to
go.
d. TAGBOARD could thexn be tramsierred to the Alr Staff
and handled as are the Ryan 147 type crones.
summary
a. TAGSCARD has & long way tc go before its cperational
ready.
b, There are reasons why TAGS3OARD flights might not be
authorized by the 3J3.
c. The continued developmmernt ol tne systermn could be
assumed by the Alr Stafl and it should be assigned to SAC for opera-
tion.
d. In my opinion TAGZCARD meanagement responsibility
should not be moved from ~AZFRTX-2 10 the
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