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OXCART/TAGROARD

MORANDUM FCR THE PRIUSIDENT

SUBJECT: High Perfoxmance Reconmalssance Drome (TAGEDARD)

Ert % A
At ——
4

er to continue the development of the reoriented

xcommaissance drone program or to defer further

ntll FY 1969 with a combined FY 67/68 savings of
$50 million in NCA and $30 million in actusal
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TAGBOARD is 8 Mach 3.3, ramjet~-powered, photographic recone
isgance drone which will cruise above 90,000 feet with &
000 nautical mile range. TAGBOARD or 1@1%&11] was designed

la *ﬁch by a modified A~1l at Mach 3-plus and 75,000 feet
is speed and altitude are necessary for remjet ignition).
wavar, as a result of a fatal R&D launch accident last July,
wag decided to reorient the program to use & B-52E launch

form and boost the TAGECARD to ramjetwoperating speed and

&
itude with & solid rocket motor,
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rogosea deferring furihec developmenn of the
em until FY 1969 because

L. The system proposed for development has a relatively
t {about $2 million per mission) but a low probability

for tavgets not sccessible to satellites, subsonic long-
cnge drones and Mach 3 aircraft., Over China, subsonic drones
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OXCART/TAGBOARD

: ost offectivencas adventage through the
; S £ Soviet Unicon, the probability of usine
monnad or unmcnned Mach 3 airceraft 4s slishi becuase of the
cengor of violating Soviet aixspace,

. e should fake zdvantare durine the next vear of
vz onnoriuniiy to re~cuxamine the directlion of oux overall
Teconnaiosance drone program in light of other adeguate and
available rxeconnaissance systems.
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L. The unmonned TAGROARD recomnaissance drone canability
Lo noeded o5 soon as peoacible to insure coveracze of L“"ﬂets not
eacily cecessible to satellite syctems, or waich involve the
solitical ricsk of manmed overfiight, or where preohibitive loss
rates would be incurved by other drong sysicm .

2. The Sovietg have shown both g willinoness and capa=-
hilicy o deploy advanced weanon cystems and £o _creats dencc
o crzentive defeonce eavironments in arveas of their owa choosing
‘n 17 ponths ox less (e.g., Cuba and North Vietnem). Where such
cdefensive systems are deployed and used, TADDOARD will provide
e oniy effective umanned drone reconnai sance capability.

3. The proposed defcrral by the EOB would delay the
cion uvaiiuuxilty of the TAGECARD system from January
L0 to Jenuarny 1970,

ooz attached paper Includes morxe detailled arguments in support
oo <he BOD and DOD recommendations.)
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ACTION:
Approve BOB Recommendation: )
Approve DOD Recommendation:
See me:
H b)
r’!' 8 )
Charles L. Schultze ¢ Cyrus R. Vance -
Director ' L - . DeputyliSecretary of Defense
Bureau of the Budget s
- - 28 DEC1966
(date) R .. (date).
. L . . . , . - . . N
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. Attachment

.\..f_“.._ N AN N AT TYCIRTITATY

f\ ey,
iy Aaaoalatiiialy Ly J.'O.L\ ‘.J.Jzi‘mk\...\.l\za:

1. The TAGBOARD system proposed for developmant has a
ivel

relatively high cost {(about $2 million per mission) but a low
wrovability of use.

G. The TACGEDOARD would be limited to use for targets
net accessible to satellites, subsconic long-range drones and
¥oea 3 airveraft.

o. The TAGLDOARD would be limited to use in areas
vhich have air defense forces of the type and intensity now
Geployad ia the Soviet Union. R

¢. ©Cver the Sovlet Union, the probability of using
monned or unmanuned Moch 3 alrervaft Is slight. The TAGBC0ARD
drone hos only 8 narvow advantage over the SR-71 type alrcrafi
in tomms cL a 1ow T pcovocation effect-=-the offensive act being

2. .: chould take advaatase during the next year of the

cpzostunily fo re-cxamine our overall reconnaissance drone
mroram o iignt of other adequate amd available reconnaissance
cy...@md. The reassesgment should include: probable mission
;60 ., aavicipated defensive envivomments, aad relative cost-
guolctiveness.

3. It is recoznized that the implications of deferring

Soscier develepment and funding until FY 1939 is a delay of

onwzational aval¢ab111;y from approxzimately January 1968 to
Joauavy 1970.

CXCLRZ/TAGECARD
BYE 52929-566
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: High Performance Reconnaissance Drone (TAGBOARD)

TSSUR:

Whether to continue the development of the reoriented
TAGBOARD reconnaissance droue program or to defer further |
development uatil FY 69 with a combined FY 67/68 savings of
cpproximately‘$50 millibn in NQA and $30 million in actu§1

axpendifures.

PROGIAM:

TAGDOARD is & Mach 3.3, ramjet-powered, photographic recone
naissance drone which.will cruise above 90,000 feaet with a
3,000 nautical mile range. TAGBOARD originally was designed
for launch by a modified A-1l at Mach 3-plus and 75,000 feet
(this speed and altitﬁda are necessary for ramjet ignition). |
However, as & result of a fatal R&D launch accident last July;.
it was decided to reorient the progran to use a B=52H launch
piaetform and boost the TAGBOARD to ramjet-operating speed and

gltituda with & solid rocket mOTOX .
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BURZAY O PUDCET RECOMENDATION:

I

The D05 proposcs def forring further developuent of the TAGEOARD

b

system until FY 1969 because.

il. The systom proposed for development has a relatively

hich cost (about $2 million per mission) but 8 low probability of

vsa, The TAGEOARD would be limited to use foxr targets not

accessible to satellites, subsonic long-range drones and Mach 3.

# LD S
aircraft, an

& for areas wiaich have alr defense forces of the

2. e should take advant are durine the next vear of

AL eia

the onnorfun’iy to re-examine the overall direction of our

overall sceccuazissance drone program im light of other adequata
and ave.iablilo rocounaissance systems. The reasgessment should

neiude: *vobabic misgion uses, anticipated defensive environw

d relative cost=effectivenvss,.

0k OF DEFENSE RECCMMENDATIONS

7he DOD proposes to continue davelopment of the TAGBOARD

drone becauga:

i. 7Tha unmanned TAGBOARD recomnaisgsance droae capability

iz needed as sgoon ss poasible o dnsures coverace of farcets not

\

- oot ‘“\/“""‘1
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easily accessible to sateilite Sygtﬁmo, or which involve the
poiiticcl wisk of manned overflight, or where prohibitive loss
rates would be iIncurred by other drone systems,

2. The Soviets have shown both a willingness and capage

bility to deploy advanced weapon sysiems and to create dense

and effective defense environments inm aveas of their own choosing

in 12 months ox less (e.g., Cuba and North Vietnam). Where such

defensive systems are daeployed and used, TAGEBOARD will prcvide

tho only ¢ffective unmanned drome reconnalssance capability. R

v 3, The proposed deferral by the BOB would delay the

operational availability of the TAGEOARD system from January

1968 to Jonuaxy 1970.

4

{The attached paper includes wmore detailed arguments in support

of ¢he BOD and DOD xecommendations.) BERIRRY

C‘T“"C:‘I: . ' S

Appzove EOB Reccmmenaa;ioa.

Approve DOD Reccmmendations
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