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Tunnk you for your comments on the Land Panel memorandum. I agree

wlth you that the issues involved are ones requiring judgments which -
=2y vary among reasonable people. The Panel report reflects.the

© view of the subject from-a group whose opinion I value; however,

I will want to consider other opinions before.arriving at my per— .

.eonal conclusion and I am looking forward to your recommendation

=5 the IZxecutive Committee. We must rely on you to put the detailed

-supporting structure around.all the alternative. solutions. that the

O Executive COmmittee should _considar in making its decision.

%f-lease don t be dlsturbed about the Panel recommendation against

{ continuing contractor competition. I think the Panel would be among

" ‘the first to agree that it is the prerogative of government officials

to select contractors and to determine the objectives and technical

' charactaeristics of the program. I think the Panel is.only giving

its op.nion that a development should be started promptly and that

. there is a spacecraft design it believes superior to the rest for
‘meeting the objectzves that the Panel considers important. o

EE: hope we can view this and other Panel recommendations in the spmrit :
zaat is inherent in establishing the Panel--to prOV1de inputs to our
' ecislon making from a group of experienced. and talented adv1sors. ‘ -

Sincerely, - :. . .-‘ e -
Donald F. Hornig - ' " ‘ '

. Special Assistant to the President
I . . for Science and Technology
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