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S 1 'I‘he NIRB ha.s carefully conuderated the questmn of contimﬁng'.‘.
or cancelling Project HEXAGON, and in particular has focused on the /
substantive intelligence value of the photographic products and costs
associated with these two courses of action. The NIR.B rocommenda.tion 0

to yon u contained in paragraph 5.

: Compara.txve Capa.bzhty' HEXAGON is intende& to providc
,; repetitive photo coverage over a swath width up to 287 n, m., with.
,} . relatively high resolution photography at nadir--design goal of 2,3 feets .
- EEXAGCN woald completely repm tZe present CORCKNA seasch system
. . which provides photography over a swath width of 113 n.m. with reso- é _'.
. lution of up to 7 feet at nadir. Upon HEXAGON operatmg reliably, a
‘reduction would also be made in the number of the small area, very
{ high resolution GAMBIT-3 surveillance missioris to Wg o
- '.I.'ho urget date oi the first HEXAGON launch is October 1970. .

HF

Signiﬂcﬁnﬂy better mtemgence on Soviet and Chmeu ,,.f, e
'forca levels, particularly the ground forces. The combinatxon Flv
of resolution and wider swath width of HEXAGON photography -
would enable our photo interprotcrs to identify most or neazly
all of the visible equipment, such as armor, trucks, artillery,
. AAA, and associated radars, which may be located in re-
latively large areas within fairly short time periods. Finished
"~ {ntelligence based on this type of information has lubltlnﬁll :
'rohvanco to U’. 8. iorco hvol and budgeury dociaiom.
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‘de A genoul enhancemient of our intemgonco ona number 38
of significant problemc. _ v ~ . .o
Converlely. it lhould also be noted that the flow of HEXAGON v
- photography will result in severe pressures on the photo intorpretou.

'_ even with phnnod ma.ximum use of automation and new exploitation '
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' You will note that two-thirds of the diﬂcronco falls in tho current 'budgoc
cr\mch" years -- FY69 and FY70. On the other hand, ‘it lhnuld be pmu—- "

. out that the above cost estimates .do not f 2

| GAMBIT-3 launches to the planned 4 or’k yoar

opoutlml. so that the accumulated ditforonco

. . . AR . e PR . : B .
PR ANEN B . . . N . R b E . R . « . :
. R . i, Lo . / . ey N . “ e - . et _ i
PR s . L eV e e L Bes 6 b e e @it St & e 020 ¢ % Sabeti - @ ¢ Seieas o
. v - : e . e Sror saamton iy " peihal - .




-

. - -

.'::?:‘.,,;. S A( mcoxcoao‘%auq DI

S RO APPROVED FOR RELEA§E‘ .
" " HANDLE VIA BYEMAN TALENT-KEYHOLE " DECLASSIFIED BY: CHARY %" 2

T "mcmzm JOINTLY — .} DECLASSIFIED ON: 1007035332012
; it —————— . ! LR - T ’

'rho coat ditforonco. tf HEXAGON wezre mo.n-d tnd a ptogrm “
mn buu oubummny n_ untm OOMNA. u u mmm R

L Canco]. HExAGON.
- " improve CORONA .
m"r e 8o Differonco

Gumuhﬁvo Diffemce

'I’he "improved COR.ONA" referred to in the preceding cost tl.bl.o would
‘be designed to u ?gudo CORONA photography to a resolution of approxi-.
. mately 4. 5 feet. There is & consensus, however, that this improvement:
over the current best CORONA pictures of 7 feet woyld

 compared with photography of 3.5 feet or better (HE;CAGON design goal -
being 2, 3 feet).’j Only at resolutions of around 3.5 f ot and better and
-with large ared coverage can such problems as S fet ground force
captbmties and the expected mobile ICBM tlrgot be pursued with a

D 5. The NIRB u.fur taldng tho above facton in account and

i _:;ocogniﬁng the value of overhead photography to our current and
‘projected ndtional intelligence needs, particularly against Soviet and
Chinebe Communist military problom-. unanimou-ly rocmds thtt




