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REFERENCES WHIG 1048
1. RE YOUR QUEST!ONS CONCERNING THE LOST RV, FOLLOWING

ANSWERS ARE KEYED TO YOUR QUESTIONS:

A. WE HAVE NO EVIDENCE THAT THE SOVIETS KNOW OR
SUSPECT THAT WE FAILED TO RECOVER THE RV.

B, WE ARE VIRTUALLY CERTAIN THEY HAVE NO CAPABILITY

TO RECOVER IT. |

C. THE SOVIETS 0O NOT NORMALLY MONITOR OUR AIR

RECOVERIES.

2. T SHOULD BE NOTED THAT THE SOVIETS HAVE A CAPABILITY
TO MONITOR OUR RECOVERIES AND COULU IMPLEMENT IT VERY EASILY
IF THEY CHOSE, THEY KEEP A SEAGOING TUG ON STATION IN THAT PART
OF THE PACIFIC OCEAN, PRIMARILY TO SUPPORT "HEIR OWN NUCLEAR '
SUBMARINE OPERATIONS. THE TUG IS EQUIPPEL =7 SOPHISTI(:M'D

COMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT AND PRESUMABLY COiL_ -iNITOR
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REENTRIES -F THE SOVIETS CONSIDERED IT IMPORTANT TO OIVERT IT TO
IT. HOWEVER, WE HAVE CHECKED AND HAVE DETERMINED THAT ON

THE DATE IN QUESTION IT WAS NOWHERE NEAR THE REENTRY AREA.
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