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MEMORANDUM FOR COLONEL WORTHMAN
L
SUBJECT: P/A Guidance on MOL

Reference the attached proposed wire which we have been holding
in suspense pending a Sylvester signature.

Called Colonel Mahoney at 0930 to check its status.

Colonel Mahoney advised that the wire, per se, is dead and that
it will be replaced by a memorandum directed to the two departments
concerned, to the Director, DR&E with info to a Sylvester level individ-
ual in USIA, State and NASA.

The memorandum has been through the loop in draft and essentially
blessed for final. Very roughly it contains the following key items:

1. At this point in time no public information on the MOL program
- will be volunteered.

2. Certain releases will be promulgated at particular program
milestones as they occur.

3. National level press queries will be referred to ASD(PA) for
action.

4. Local queries may be answered with information officially
released to date. Such material is chiefly confined to the
aggregate of material provided through official channels sub-
sequent to the President's announcement, As of this date,
official releases include the DOD release dated 25 August 1960
and the Pentagon backgrounder on the same date.

5. Speeches and interviews on MOL will not be volunteered.

6. Speeches and interviews will be cleared with ASD(PA) prior
to release,

7. An amplified information plan on the MOL program is in
coordination.
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Looks as though we really scored on this one. The guidance is
very restrictive -- and very much in line with our suggestions.
Colonel Mahoney will be in touch with us just as soon as this one is

ready to go.

¢ oAl
N
ran

Major Yost

Note: Colonel Mahoney called at 0955 to ask that I hold on to the copy
of the '"dead" wire since Mr. Sylvester had just signed it.
Colonel Mahoney has taken it from the message center until the
confusion is resolved. He will let us know if the memorandum
or both the wire and memorandum are dispatched.

/,

:

Major S{")ost .
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Public release of information concerniﬁg the Department
of Departmént of Defense Manned Orbiting Laboratory (MOL) pro-
gram is not desired, and should not be Vma_de without Specif'%c‘ aus
thorization from OASD(PA).: = - o e

| Speeches: Public addresses that include comments con-

cerning the MOL program will not be made without specific a‘:,ut:b.c:n'iJ

zation ‘by OASD(PA). . o

The text of comments: by the President, Secretary] :.'i}'-

of Defenée, Secfeta.ry of the Aigﬁl‘l?‘pr“;e, and other key officials

-y .

that have been furnished as background material should not be used
in speeches, with or without attribution, unless approved by this
office including the speaker, time, and place of release.

Proposed News Releases: Releases concerning the MOL

program will be submitted th'roughicha.nnels to OASD(PA} for appro¢

val.

Security Review: Information concerning the MOL _pro-gﬁl

gram should be forwarded through Security Review channels as .
'ea.rly as practicable in order to permit the extensive interagency |
coordination that is necessary.’

[l

Information Plan: ‘A plan is being developed to cover

_the MOL program, Pending receipt of additional guidance all news
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,.Queries regarding MOL program milestones that cannot be
answered from information co‘ntained in the following ques'ti.vdns;‘;l‘f; '
and angwers will be referred to OASD(PA). )

| Q. What is the MOL project? ,v .

A, A manned space ﬂight project, of a research and ex= L

perimental nature, which will pﬁt two men into space for perioda.;
’of up to 30 days, ina "gshirt-sleeves' eﬁvirofxment, with the
vobject of finding out more about whva;t man is able to do in ‘spac:ez;.‘i"
_v'and how that ability might be related to .defens_e' purposfes“." Five
.su;h manned launches are‘presently planned, .stai-ting in;11968.‘ |
MoL experimentation will run into the 1970's. R
| Q. Who will carry out the project?
A, The U.S, Air Force, under the direction of the Depart=
ment of Defense, The Douglag Aircraft'Company é.nd the Generai
Electric Company will build the spacecraft and plan and devglop B

the experiments respect:wely. MOL flights w111 be dlrected by‘the

~Air Force Satellite Control Fac:.hty, Sunnyvale, Cahforma. Y{q

anticipate that MOL launches will be carried out from both the":‘-, ]
East and West Coast.
Q. What kind of experiments will be conducted? e.

‘A, The project directors will be considering for some |

time yet what defense-related experiments would seem to offer
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the most promise, but there is interest by the Air Force in builde
¢ ing and assembling large antennae for communications purposes, |
and by the Navy in experiments of potential usefulnéss in anﬁsub- |
marine warfare., The Army has not as yet recommended any exw |
periments. Other representative examples of defense research

that might be carried out would be experiments dealing with space
structures technology, guidance and navigation, and extra-vehiculam
aa.c:t:i.vi*.:y.~ and equipment. In addition to defense related exper;‘.m‘entg,

scxenuﬁc expenments devxsed by NASA may be mcluded

v

Q. What is the relationship between MOL and nuclear wea- |

. . o
. ‘,-/",,.v.f .
pons in space? , .

A. There is no relationship whatever, 'II‘hei MOL is a rmh- |
tary program which is peaceful --- i, e, "non.-agg‘,i:essive' “==in
chafacter. MOL will not be a bom_b. carrier, |

At the same time that he announced the decision to pré-
ceed with MOL, President Johnson reaffirmed the U, S, intentibr; -
not to place weapéns of mass destruction in orbit. The President )
said '"We continue to live up to our agreement not té'or’bit weapons"
of mass destruction-and we will tontinue to hold out to all nations, b

including the Soviet Union, the hand of cooperation in the exciting

years of exploraﬁon which lie ahead for all of us.,"

3
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By way of background, two years ago the U.S. and
USSR each stated it would ref;-.ain from orbiting weapons of mass
desfru_étion in outer space or sta.tioxﬁng such weapons on celestial |
bodies, The U.S, and Sovﬂlet statements were expressly welcomed
by the UNGA in resolution 1884 (XVIII) adopted unanimously Oct.
17, 19@3, as an important step in preventing the spread of an arms
race to outer space. The resolution calls on all states to féfréin frbr
cox;duc’fcing or encouraging such a.ctivitieé. Co
IQ., Doesn't the MOL approval nevertheless mean that the

.

U.S. has embarked on a new pblicy with respect to military activity

in space?
A. No, it does not, The MOL fits into and is a logical next

step in a continuing U.S. military program'inqaace which deriv'es:f‘;,

4

from our Space Act. The Act itself makes clear that the U.S.,

while seeking to help develop space for peaceful purposes for thev

benefit of all mankind, intends to utilize its space activities in
maximizing its defensive capability,

The MOL was first announced in December, 1963, at th¢ )

time when DYNASOAR, a military manned spaceﬂight project dat-

ing from the 1950's, was cancelled. DYNASOAR was cancelléd :

because it was aimed solely toward the development of advanced

reentry techniques. MOL began to be studied at that time because
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1to be put at the service of that thinking ability, the human element

it seemed to give promisge of being a broader and more useful
research and experimental pr.ogrham,. focussing on man himself in .
space raLther than m;chinery, equipmént,' and techniques as such,

| . Q. Wort the MOL approval touch off a military space .rac'e-
with the Soﬁéts ? .

A, We see no reason to think this, The Soviet Union has for
some time been carrying out a comprehensive space program ine |
volving. mar'med a1;xd unmanned flights'of various kinds, and doubt~
less will continue to do so. The U.S. has no desire or inteﬁtion to
engage in a military space race .with the USSR, Our only int'entiqn |
is to take those measurés in space as elsewhefe, that responsibilit'}
and prudence dictate in terms of our national security. The decigi.o

to proceed with the MOL is motiyafed 15y¢he need tov ddA.rAnore; re-é':.’:i
search; it is not a reaction to any Sox.riet'sia:a-uce_ p;dj ect, ijprogllr:ia.nﬁ;;_\:l
or statements, | P o S
Q. Why does 'this have to bye a manned 'operati.on; couldn't.';
unmanned satellites do the job? | | -

A, If there Wgre a r;oniputer. which did not bave to bepi:o- -

might well be taken out of the manned orbiting laboratory project.

Despite the onrush of automation, this is.not the case now or in

grammed could therefore think independently, and had eyes and hang o
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R
[SRAGTIIAS s XatChe o [ : L
. AL I levd e /u m"\. diai maot "V'k, £o I;é‘j;'.:rg;,‘;r‘an_;iméd{f’rv
Coseld bhve it penuontly, - an B Fomg, ulbid Dot 1;)'3';} "..43- :
: L';;Tivr‘:cz:’.; eleincal I 'f' ‘W\l'.-’lﬁl.;l:-.c';.
cnnned ovhiving dabovatoay eropadi ‘:?‘..‘:d::; s * )
AT I, SuAS Pe DD nD Siedw SO o8 -?the for'ese‘eabi_e futur_e_;" Ma-n
- ‘still has a unique frole to play on the land, s;a d in the air Ior r.na;r‘xyﬁ
s defensé and other purpoSeé. The MCL 'project is 5. rgsearc‘h eIfozft to;
.’;h,".see whether th‘ié is true ifx the new environment of space as well. B
) . Q._b Will the 'I‘ITAN IIIC as it is no#t configuréd'be used to
j‘,‘l;_.la‘unc:h the Manned Orbiting Laboratory? .. o
: A, As previously stated, TITAN III consists of a faihily of
vehicles in vour building block concept. This famin may run from the
use of the TITAN III core alone to the {ise of TITAN'III w:Lth 7 segmerit |
-:';/_120 inch' solid mo"tors. or 2 or 3 seg'ndent. 156 inch solid motors. For ' _
MOL we anticipate TITAN III\ with the 7 ;egment 120 inch motor. | 5
’ ,Q' Why do you need a 7 segment IZO inch rather than 5 éegmeni:r?“‘:c
A, We must be prepared to launc.H the MOL from the W estern
. Test Range/_and to do this requires more thrust than that necessary from.
the IEastern Test Range. . ) L
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Q. Are you planmng to launch the MOL £rom the Cape and

from Vandenberg AFB?

A. Yes we are.

| Q; What launch will take pla.ce out of the Cape and what will
take place aut at Vandenberg AFB? - B
A, This will be determined later on basis of expenment

V L_' sehedule and orbits desired for each flight.

Q. Where are the MOL mission control by location?

A. From Eastern Test Range on the East Coast and the A:.r

‘ Force Satellite Test Center. Sunnyvale, Cahf

Q. Will TITAN III still continue to be launched from Cape B
- aKennedyXﬁEnﬂfollowing the research and development prograzn? '
| | A. Yes'TITAN III will be used fiorA the'Init:ial Defense .Cem-

= mumcatz.on Satellite Program plus any other payloads assigned to us

Q Will you bmld full ITL at Vandenberg AFB and when w111
3 . - this be available for the first launch?
A, We are planning to build an intial launch capability at" »

Vandenberg Air Force Base. This consists of oneipa.d where the

1 . A. vehxcle will be built upon the pad and we antxc’zpate havmg a launchmg

' " capability in mid-1968, | : o
| - ‘ Q. I—Iave you acquu'ed the land for your laujchmg facxhty

at Vandenberg AFB. . ":7. | _1 T
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Q. What is meant by a "shirt-sleeves' environment?

A.. An environment spacious enough and safe enough to' .

.

'enable men to live, more. and work in it wzthout having to use spa.ee

: '§u1ts. The MOL was: once described by Secretary McNa.mara as |
| iptended to be about the size of a. small house trailer; wha.tnls now
| e‘nvisaged.i's a laboratory ""canister" about 40 feet long and 10 feet

m dxametier, joined to a GEMINI capsule, the whble MEXZEXXX thmg.f

to be launched by a 'I‘ITAN IIIC booster. ‘Each’ man w:.ll have about"‘

L 409 cubic feet‘of space in whieh to l_ive and work;
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N.EMORANDUM I-‘OR The Secrctary of the Navy SRR o

.* The Secretary of the Alr Force'(‘-({(({‘
“The Director of Defense Research & Engmeermg
The Assistant Secretary of Defense ;.
(Internauonal Secnrity A.ifairs)

It is requested that the followmg guidanco with respect to the

Manned Orbiting Laboxratory program be brought to the. atton- S
tion of all actwities and key peraonnel involved in that progra.m

At this time it is Depa.rtment of Defense policy that public atate-
ments with regard to MOL will not be volunteered, Certain:
roleases will 'be promulgated, as approved by the Assistant
Secretary of Defense (Public Affairs), as program milestones
occur. National level pross querics will be referred to ASD(PA)
for response., Local responses to queries will be confined to the
. aggregate of material provided through official channels subse~
quent to the Presidential announcement August 25, 1965, As of
this dato such material consists chiefly of the Departmeoent of .
Defenso release regarding the Presidential announcement and
the Pentagon backgrounder by Dr. Albert C. Hall, then Deputy .
Director (Space). ODDR&E, both of August 25, 1965. Speeches

DOWYGRADED AT 3 YUAR INTE‘WALS'
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cees S :
Assistant Secratary of State £or Public .Affairs

" Agsgistant Administrator for Public Affairs (NASA)

: _Dxroctor. U.S. Iniorma.txon A~cncy Vet e e

£ £exm T etF Towny

.. S oy
Tt cor LY e o Meeedan
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