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EE Brigadier Guneral Russell A, Berg
===+ Dsputy Director, MOL
=—=2 Space Systems Division (SAP-SIA)
=" AF Unit Post Offlce
=2 Ios Angeles, California
e Dear Ruass:
—_— Ovar the past year a iremendous amount of progress has been
— made in the MOL Program. The progrsa has been approved, its
_ objectives reoriented, and then reoriented again, Coniract Definition
Soe— Phage is well underway and, particularly during the iast few montha,
W significant program decisicons have been made. There is, however,

BARY
‘at least one major and fundamental problem remaining with us, whiech X
believe reguire copceried effort from all of us o solve., This

———mrmleaia the broadening of the MOL Program to iacrease its capa-
bllities to perform useful military functions end experiments in space.

In addition to my own concexn, I think it is pertinent to review
certain of the statements and positions taken by Mr. Mclamara and by
the President at the time the MOL Program was approved. RExtracted
immediately below are quotes from Jr, McEamars's memc to the
President dated 2k August 1965. He stated: T e

"Based upon a thorough review of the conclusions
I recommend the following:

2. That the MOL progran proceed toward the followisg "
objectives:

8. Beml-operational use bezinning in late 1968
to sacure photographs of [ reec1uticns of
significant targets. This is approxizately| N
better than the beat satellite photography we are
now obtaining, and approximetely I <t =
» than the best expected U-2 photographs or the G3
ssbellite system, now uader development, from which
1 we expect photographe in about 15 menths.
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b. Development of high-resolution optical
technology and systems for either manned or m
use. Tois technology will provide the
resclution and be almed at ultimtely aven bstter
resclution

¢. Provision of a facility for the development,
test and use of other potential military applications
auch as SIGINT collectiomn, radar obaervation and
ocean surveillance, as the utility and rmi‘hﬁity of
such applications become established.

d. Provision of an experisental program for
determination of men's utility in sssembling large
structures, and in adjustisg, saintaining and pro-
cessing the output from complex ailitary equipment ia
space,”

At another poist, Sacretary McNamsara states: *I have the cone

currence of Seoretary Ruak, m-, Wshb, Admiral Radorn, aod Dr. Bornig

on the aboye recomuendations.” Iamiz:thc papsr Mr, Mclaxars states:

“mmmrwm“mmwmwﬂhw
Dafense has been prepared specifically to meet delunse
aeedn. Provision has been made, however, for ineluding
sxperinents and technology of spsclal relevance to
certain military needs other than reconnalssance. As
the pregram proceads, they may incresse in lmportance.
Preliminary study bas been made a3 well to determine whad
geaeral sclsntific seeds could be included. Ou the Desis
of furtber DoD-NASA cooperative studies, NASA will
determine which of its sclentific or general technologleal
experimests should be carried put using the NOL capabilily
on the basis of pon-intexrfersnce with defense priorvity
objectives.”

" Alsc extracted from the news release provided by the Dopartment

of Defense on August 25, 1965 sre the following:

LE CHANNELS
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“fhe primary objectives of the MOL Progras are to:

{a) learn more sbout what man is abls to do in
space ané how that adbility cas be used for military
PUTLORAR «

(b) develop technology and equipment which will
help advance mmmned and umsanned space fiight,
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(c) experiment with this technology snd equipment,”

Later on in this release the following paragraph is extracted:
“On the bagis of Department of Defense-NASA studies, the National
Aercnauatics and Spece Administration will decide which of its scientific
or technologieal experiments. are sarried out in the MOL. These will not
interfere with Do experiments,”

It would seem that the statements above clearly indicate that we

should proceed with a MOL Frogran cousidevably broader than is currently

being pursued. Even without the direction which we have receivad, it
seems very risky to make an g priori determination that there is mothing
of militery significance in space olher than reconnaissance. Therefore,
we need to luprove our orgaaization and our oapabilities to fuirftll thess
broader objectives. I think it is particularly pertinent to inttiste
sction along theae lines immedimtely bocsuse of the obvicusly difficuls
questions wiich will be fortheooming in some of our Congrvessional sansions
this spring. ¥We have hald preliminary discussisns on this sudject. I
have had scme of my peonle examine better ways to conduet our sffairs in
the sense of brosdening our program. I would like to send Dr. Yarymovych
and oae or two others from the MOL Program Office and Colonel Lowe from
MIF to meet with wvhomever you desigaate next week to do at lsast the
rollowing:

8. To review our previous list of primary snd secondary
experizents to detersine whisch of these experiments should be rsactivated
and carvied on in the white progras, For instance, in & review of the
prisary experiments it sesms that the extra~vehicular work done under
experiment P~5 should be re-ensrgized. I think it is very mach in
consonance with the objective listed in parsgraph 24 of Mr. Nolamara's
B0 for the President. I alse believe that soss of the remsining “P¥
experiments which have been incorperated into the primary mission
activities should comtinue to de considered as separate experimants for
the sola purpose of having soms white objectives which asn be &lscussed
wmdsr proper seaurity classificsiions of AVR 20523 on those occasions
where we are pressured inio discussing our experimental activities, It
is my personal view that the P-designation should be eliminated but the
sans experimentel work carried on under scme new desigustar. The
reasson is quite simple, If we continue to talk about W3, e will
want to know whal happoned te the rest of the experimenta. It seems that
same change in name is appropriste.

. The second major tssk that I think needs to be addressed
is to build a broadsr and more enduring maragement and organizationsl
approash to the generaticn, sponscrship, and develomment of nanned spsce
flight experiments, I sbouid explain that my definition of m ; ‘
is just that. I do pot view our work in optical recommaissauce, in
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SIGINT, or in ocean surveillsnce as experdimental; I think it is
developmental, mission-oriented, and generally in response to accepted
military requiremsnts. Although we have not done too well in defining
SIGINT and ocean surveillance hardware, at least there are pecple and
soms money belng spplied to those tasks, My comcarn is providing scme
woans 6f advencing the state of the art, or ldentifying those other
space activities which are necessary to the national defense and the
consequent development of space materiel or the state of the art
eassntisl $0 carry those activities to a useful concinsion. It is my
view that thess kinds of activities must iavolve the whols of the
Alr Yorce Systems Comsand or at least those paris of it that cen make
a substantive consriduticn. In & general sense, I think that AFSC must
gensrate and sponsor such manned space flight experiments, Once a
decision is taken to flight test, then thay become the responsidility
of the MOL Program to integrate and to flight tast.

¢. The final major activity that needs to de addressed is
bow we ghape ourselves to suwpport NASA, should they dealre to participate
ir the MOL Program. Xt is significant that this De done fox the low
eaxrth orbit regims where the MOL vebicle presumabdly is the most cost
effective way to provide for manned space flight experimentatiom,

A3z you know, General Schriever is quite concerned about this
entire subjset, and has directed that I proceed axpeditiously to svolve
a course of actiom to provide sltemats missions for the MOL., T would
muaummumawmmmarmmpm
Mike Yarymovych.

Sincerely,

SIGNED

i
Bax
i

m/m
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