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- of plans for en MOL (Military Orbital Laboratory). While we _V;‘T 3

- and provision of guldance as to foreign policy implications

- ‘modification of the general prohibition on public release RN
" of information about military space ectivities (DOD Directive ;B*[-~‘ﬁ
‘ R |

"of its own for public affairs handling and in turn may pose

‘
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Dear Jobh:

We havs noted with congsiderable finterest thé'devolopnent

have not as yet received a copy of the NASA-DOD agreement’ L
establishing primary responsibility for this project, we assuma ;.

that Defense is, in fact, the responsible agency. Formal R
indication of this responsibility may facilitate coordination

of the program. In the meantime, I am writing informally to . .
suggest that public affairs handling of the MOL program will =~
requira careful attention and will ihAvolve considerable :
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I am not at this tims recommending any particular course
of handling. However, in view of the fact that a good deal
of information about the MOL has already been made publie “e
through Congressional hearings and public statements, 1t would
clearly not be reasonable to expect that the general character- R
1stics, purpose and success or failure of its launches will mot' ~ '~ .
be made public. I am, tharefore, inclined to believa that most
aspects of the MOL program will have to be conducted with -
roasonable openness. At the sama time, there may be aspects .
which 1t would be praeferable to put under specific restraints.
In short, I balieve the MOL program requires specific guidelinas

particular foreign policy issues,

. 1 hopa you will be able to institute preliminary considera= . ‘f ’
tlon of this cuastion within the Department of Defense and get
in touch with us poon to determine the best course of coordination,

Sincerely,

Jeffrey C. Kitchen .
Deputy Assistant Secratary éxé}
for Politico-Military Affairs IR
The Honorable . L EESW et e .:L'J-{.izv‘:""-'%":r‘" 6(“, °
John T. McMNaughton, . Qoo LTV ¢
v Assistant Sccretary for International Security Affairs,.
Dopartment of Defense. FIKNUER D e
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