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,The Secretary of Defense•announced Tuesday, 10 December, that 

the Air Force had been assxgned a nw program for the developmen 

a'near earth Manned Orbiting `LabOratOry (MOL). .The statement 

read in part The MOL program, which will consist of an 

orbiting pressurized:cylinder approximately the size of a 

small - house trailer, 	increase', the Defense Department 'effort 

to determine military usefulness ,of man in space. This program 

while increasing 	 permit savings of 

approxithately $100 million over ,present 1964-1965 Military 

space programmed expenditUres. In:initiating the MOL program, 

it was decided to terminate the DYNASOAR (X7:20) program 

because the current requirement is for a program aimed directly 

at the basic question of man's utility. in space, ,rather than- 
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a program limited to finding means to control the return of man 

_ -Com space. The DYNALOAR Program was dceic.11ad to do this latter." 

The following statements are being made by the Secretary of the 

Air Force and the Chief of Staff,. Secretary Zuckert, Quote, We 

welcome the assignment of the Manned Orbital Laboratory project,' 

and we will now concentrate our resources and best management 

effort on this job in the exciting field of Space. This will.  

assure effective Air Force participation in the Manned Space 

Program. Unquote. General LeMay, Quote, With respect to the 

decision by the Secretary of Defense to terminate the DYNASOAR 

Project and to assign to the Air Force responsibility for 

developing a Manned Orbital Laboratory, the Air Force will 

provide the best space laboratory program in the national 

interest that is possible within technical and management 

resources available to us. Unquote., 
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ONLY. PROJECT 	SAFSS FOR SAFS§n4*—DiAg FOR SCO BAGLEY, 
FROM BCO WILLIS* A37 SENDS*  CITE NSA 	5S  
NSA IS INTERESTED IN THE POSSIBLE APPLICATION Of THE_MANNO ORBIT4 
LASORATORYAMOthPROIAM, RECENTLY ANNOUNCED PUBLICALLY BY 
SECRETARY MCNAMARA, TO tram TASES* WOULD APPRECIATE AT LEAST A 
PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT AS TO ITS SIGINT RECONNAISSANCE POTENTIAL 
PARTICULARLY WITH REGARD TO AVAILABLE WEIGHT, SPACE, POWER, NET 
MA HOURS, ETC*, FOR SIG INT TASKS, AND APPLICABILITY OF PLANNED 
ORBITS TO COVERAGE OF HIGH INTEREST TARGET AREAS* IF YOUR ASSESSMENT 
INDICATES THAT SICH COLLECTION IS FEASIBLE, NSA WOULD BEGIN 
CONSIDERATION OF POSSIBLE SIGINT REQUIREMENTS FOR INPUT TO THE 
ESTABLISHED COMOR MECHANISM. 
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