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MLMORANDUM FOR Homorable Alexander H. Flax . = =
. Assistant Secretary of the Air’ Force
Research &z Development - B

The pr0posa1 to release care[u-ly selected MOL techmcal papers
o scientific and technical society meastings as set forth in your :
memorandum of April 19 has Lc’en ch ussed wzth the State Depart-‘
fment and USIA.. e S S e

)

‘State feels the MOL is a potentizlly ;m’lammable ‘propaganda 1ssue
Yin various U. N. forums. However, since it is.no secret that
‘the MOL is being. developed, ihe general feehng of State is that
he adoption of an open, busmess-as-usual sta.nce is much preferred
‘to a,ssummg an elaborate air of- seerecy. R »
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_USIA expects the MOL to be more of a 11ab111ty than an asset as
far as the U.S. overseas. information progra.m is concerned. - They
did not ob_}ect to the I'ughly selectwe actxon you proposed.;.

Limited puohc presentatlons over a pemod “of timme appear to be

‘a favorable approach to disarm hostile propaganda should it arise.
Release of information about the \/IOL, no. matter how restrictive,
will give rise to questions about’ the" purpose of the program. All
the value gained from this exerc; e would ‘be lost if these questions .
are answered by a "'mo commc.nt” : We, therefore, must have rea-
sonably responswe gmdelmes ;o 3 such questmns m'order to proceed
‘thh this pr0posa1. ' ' - i

I feel your prOposal is sound ,ncL_I concur W1'ch its 1mplementa.t1on on"
"a highly selective, carefully con‘.:rolled basis, I would like to reserve
final judgment on these presentations on a case-by-case basis since
time- and place are often as. 1*‘rnortan1: as the ma.terial released. e
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