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 MANNED ORBITING LABORATORY (MOL)

_ The,mrgency of ach1ev1ng the objectlves of the Manned

o Orbltlng Laboratory program has never been flrmly establlshed
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. Therefore, 51gn1f1cant”fundlng cutback and the. chozce to _d'

- 'defer the fzrst manned launch by a year or more (~$165 mlle
llon) or to reduce the MOL effort to that of optlcs and payload a
vehlcle technology (—$325 mllllon) is not a serlous penalty for

‘the Natzon. Thls would prov;de addltlonal tlme for the Adminis-‘w
5 P> ‘
tratlon to rev1ew the relatlonshlp of all manned space programs
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heyond Apollo. : ,~d !‘
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- Intelligence is the only speclflc mllltary mxssxon .

mhich has been 1dent1f1ed to date to support the §$3 bllllon
program cost and the related-resolutlon camera system. - _',As»
to this m1551on, the Dlrector of Central Intelllgence has ree'
lcently stated that: ...MOL—type photography>would make a
usefnl contribution to 1ntelllgence: nevertheless,=we have notr
‘been able to find benefits'from the“Moh'orogram ofisnffiCient
lmportance to ‘national lntelllgence to Justlfy the very laroe
.cost 1nvolved e |
,;-;The added costs and pertlnence of the MOL system

:compares w1th earller unmanned systems as. fol-ows.f{ffl~
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_;;;" (costs in mllllons)

“Best T , S Amiuaa@c:t;st
. Operational ° Development Mlss;on (No. ofzfllghts_
" Resolution - Cost *__Cost per year)
GAMBIT . About
 GAMBIT-3 -}'J’
. MOL' -3, ooo 7150_'_' ,'  1300 (2)

AThe table- shows that w1th the MOL system we are nearlng the
llmxts of technlcal performance ‘where the large margxnal costs

: " .
'vmnst be carefully compared w1th.the benefxts.:

| o = For technical 1nte111gence agaxnst enemy weapohs
systems, the mcremental value of the MOL- resolut:.on is not
enough of an_ lmprovement over- the- present spottlng system | o ;fé
'('GAMBIT'—-3)~to justify the additional cost. GAM.BIT -3 will L

.vissﬁfe'identification of most  important weapons features:éis—'
cernible through satelllte photography.; Other 1mportant weapon

»systems features (such as radars and re—entry vehlcle perform—>

ance)»can only be-collected-by:our:slgnals xntelllgence

capabilities.f’”‘ B .f:.g--anf,; Ll
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" - A -’--»_3- Under a’ strateg:.e arms lamltatxon agreement the
potent1al contrlbutlon of MOL is hlghly uncertaln.,'Our‘present .
-systems can aetect'Viéible changes'ih weapon systems deploy-'
'ments. Many subtle changes in capablh.ty such as the use of

A‘: MIRV s or 1mproved accuracy are ‘difficult to dlscern photograph—
ically even with the much better photography—_ taken
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" affect our own military systems declsions and ‘save resources.
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- Satellite photography is often not 1n tlme to
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-For example, elements of 1nformat1on, such as warhead or s%-

s

-missile characteristics,nare either not observable photo—’

.

graphically or become v151ble long after our own deciszons N - '

a ———— e

_ihave been made because of 5—10 year leadtlmes..

‘ -'As an ancillary objective for MOL, additional know- -

ledqe of manned space fliqht has been c1ted by Defense.»'MuCh_

.

of the additlonal data from MOL on man’ s usefulness in: space

" will also be prov1ded by the NASA Apollo Application Program
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(AAP) whlch has mlssions scheduled in the same time perlod. t |
From the standpolnt of our natlonal manned space'program there, ,

are insufficient benefits to justify the continuation‘of both

programs at a- cost of $4 bllllon ($3 bllllon MOL and $l blllion

___L AAP, with flights scheduled’ in the 1972 73 period, is
directed toward man's ability to survive and perform useful and
complex tasks in space over an extended time period (56 days
'per mission) MOL with a 1971-73 fllght schedule, will also
evaluate man’'s utlllty in space when engaged in a spec1f1c,

complex, and demanding 1ntelligence m1551on.
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