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TITLE: . Informatioa Responsibilities for Manned Or'biting i i'

Laboratory Program (NOL)

REFERENCES: 1. Air Force Information Plan 63-6, TITAN III. o

6 June 1963
2. Department of the Air Force Lettex!
‘ {Confidential), 25 February 1965, to Hq AFSC

3, AFSDC-S mesoage ;169459 {Confident;al),
26 February 1965 : ‘

TASK ORGANIZATIONS:

U.S. Air Force {SAF-0OI) ’
Air Force Systems Command
U.S. Navy {(CHINFO)
Participating Contractors -

RURPOSE:

To establigh gensral Information policiesc and reaponaibilitie:_l'

~
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'3, omsECTIVE: . L

To provide £or a carefully plamed program of public informatzon S

on the Manned 01bi.tmg Laboz atory \MOL} pro;,ram whxch ca.n ‘be releas-

.. ed as required.

4. SITUATION:

| ' é. Background
{1) Study of space station concepts by the Air Force goe;‘.“_f."

R back to about 1958, Sin;':e then, various concepts and design p:roposals‘ B

were studied. These included the Military Test Space Station (MTSS); v

.~ NASA's Manned Orbital Space Station (MOSS); the Military Orbital Deve- -

lopment Systema (M_ODS)';-; which provided specific hardware propo=

sals and cloarex concepts --- and, a National Orbital Space Sta.ti.on_(‘NOSS):.t

.{2) Om 10 Decomber 1963, tha Sacretary of Defense a.nnounc-
ed the assignment of & space' atation dev'el;opmcnt program t§ the Air.
Force and ideatified it as & “near-garth Manned Qzrbiting Laboratory. "

(3} ©On 23 January 1965, the Secretary of Defanae mounc_

iequired to proceed with full-scale development of the MOL. At that ) B
N time, DOD outlined broadened gmdance conceraing the prograra. .

- {4) On 1 Mazrch 1965. the Depa:tment of Dcfense announced

EInCRTL

ib s 4

" od the iasuance of Request for Proposals (RFP's) from industry for e o |

design studies to assist in developing cost and tochnical information e
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N ~ that the Air Force had solected_ four contractors to péfform prelimi- ';‘: L
" mary design atudxost for tho MOL. Tho four v?ore selected from seven

" contractors which responded to thc RFP'a. The four a.miouncod were:. SRR

Boeing Company, General Electr:c Corporation. Douglan Aircraft i'.':".

 Company, aad Lockheed Axrcrdft Corporauon. Each contractor: was to
perform 60-day design studies at a cost of about 3400, 000 each.
{5) On 25 August, 1965, President Johnson anﬁounced .

that he was instructing the Department of Defense to proceed with MOL.

" vand that Douglas and General Electric had been selected to carry out ghe. i 3
developmental work required. The President indicated that initial une

~ manned and manned launches of & fully-equipped laboratory were .

éxpectod to take place in 1968,

b. . I Policy
(1} The miasion of MOL will be doscnbed aololy as that

6

.;‘ o£ learmng mora about what man ia abls to do in space and how that

S 3 a‘bihty can be usod for defense purposea., The research and expori-
: mental nature of MOL will be emphasized, Statements or connotations’

. f that MOL is to be an operational system or an intermediate atep toward

" an operatxonal system will be avoided,

(23  No special effort will bo ma.de to Justxfy the MOL

program publicly, The objective is not to vgenerate public:ty. but '
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vathor o providc ensuggh mater;ul o "ao:‘d ta Ie,,iiimate p.zblic

faterost in the uro&,ra mand 1O c\:pu with .taraatiaaal xaac

eussiere. . . _ B

{3} Becm...a of taternctional sensl witias .:blic mforma

: tion oa MOL will ke cawﬁ.uy pl:m..u:d to avold or minlmizo tn:arxm-

‘tionzl controversy oF apprehension. Thic will bo especially irapore

tant at the fime pe:missime. information on the operational phase will

bo selezssd st or neay L.‘.. ching times. All public ixu’c:matibn relcasca
stalemenis ca’ MOL made by rasrescatatives of any Iueculive Dapzr.-
wOnt O Agens / will process for approval shrough a singie DCD ;mint of

‘roview --- Tho \...zs..c ¢f tho Acsisiant Secreary of Defanss (P ’.“.11::

Ut Adfairss E::acsaram for Plens snd Programs, waich will be ¥&opoas

smum. | Fublic relsases will desl

SR exelusively with soa~seasitive technological or other aspects of the
' : MO L prograwy, cuch oo the b

L esginesriang for long i

plasg, biomedicsl exper

tional gosis and ca?-bxl‘ti will sot bo discuss e iz Px.blxc &nformomen SR
reichsosda ‘ | |
{3} Al M_GL Iounchings will ui. slided St UeS) portica
| of the Uaited Naticas® regisizy of z;azez lito 2o
;oA : -.-:}-. i -\.'—--n—.;._'..
: e b firnia
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{5)  Public Affairs p'olicg.(uan.d guidance not otherwise
included in this Pla%xj {or’refe.rancedj will emanate from OASD(PA)-- -
| {ox SAF-CI eu‘Bjectvto tho approval of OASD/PA). | Such g_uidé.n‘ce yvi).l
‘be qoofdinatqd in advance with State by OASD{PA).A T )
{6) Proposéd public pariicipation or _aépea.rance of deaignétg&"‘
MOL, aatronéuts will be forwarded t.o S4F-01 for action, Paz;ticip#tioxxi:"}

of Navy astronauts will be coordinated with Navy Office of Information:

{CHINFO) by SAF-0L. SAF-0I will process these proposed appearances R

through OASDI{PA), which will cicar with State.
| 5. AssumPTION: @ : o - A

.4 4 RESPONSIBILITIES: :

a. Within the policies approved by the Assistant Secretary of .

Defense {Public Affairs); the Director of Information, Ofice Secz’etary" -1.': .

of the Air Force {SAF-0I), is responsible for the implementation of " '

- thig plan and overall moaitorship.

b. Air Force Systems Command will carry dut Information |
actions for SAF-OI as outlined in this plan and future annexes zad/or -

epecific procedural plané?“t'o be developed,
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this plan,

c, Agencies of the U,8. Navy, ac well 2s the Air Force, paxr=

ticipating in the MOL prograra will follow the policy and proceduzes in., .

F

d. Al Major Coramands will foilow clocely 1‘?vhe-l,i_.‘;pﬁli.cien.s} and_y ‘
- procedures of the MGL Information Flan. s ; - .
7. INFORMATICN ACTIONS: | | o _-
a. Tacks ' - 3 | e

(1) SAF-OI will:

{2} Assign a qualificd Information Cificer as a

o0

single point of contact to woxk with the Oifice of the Director, MOL.,
All SAF-OIL Divicions will assist this officer as required,
{b} Prepare answers-to~queries to be used ag

required in the accomplishment of thic very limited information pro~

»

gram.
{c) Monitor implementation of this Plan.
{d) Prepare and/or recommend specific items of
i;ublic interest pertaining to U. &, Navy I\{OL“activities fox sgbmittal

to CHINFG for releasae throughil\}'avy' information channels, and/or

3

CASD{FA).
2)  AFSC will:
Cooxdinate the Information activities of all participé.ﬁng i o

AFSC divisions and centors aloag with t2ose of the contractors and

N
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{3) Majozj Adzr Commands will;
Provide support to SAF-CI and AFSC as may be

directad.

-
v

{4} U.S. Navy will cocrdinate any prazéosed information

activity relating to MOL with CASZ{PA) and SAYF-OI prioxr to execution,

b. Procedurss
{1} News Recleases:

Propozed releases coacerning the MOL program will

be submitted through chaancls to the DASD{RA) for approval. Informa~-

tion will be subinitied for clearance as carly as practicable in order -
that sufficiont time can be allotted to the cxiensive intez-agency cooxe

e
. : N N ~
. dination required prior to approval.

{2y Soecches:
Speochos conceraing the MOL program will be dis=
couraged, ..and waust not be made without gpaecific authorization by _‘c_he
QASD{PA). Refecreaco: }.o the MOL Lrogram iaipublic addzesses on
rolated or other topics wiil be held tola‘n. abgolute minimum "_jand will alsq
be subject to review and approval by the QASD{PA). |

'

.
h

{3} Answers to Querics:

Answers to queries may be provided oaly within the
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‘ context of the aggregate of maserml that ha.. been relcased ofﬁczully
since the Présidential announcement of Aﬁgust 25," }.965. A resume
of this material is attachéd. .\.Queries which do ‘nqt fai; within the |

aggregate will b_e" sul_:mitted‘thrqugh channels to dA_SD{PA_) for reviev} = -

and guidance, .as appropriate. | o

{4) Proposed changes to this plan:

Proposed changes to this plan will ba suomztted to

>~

SAF-OI for approval subject to policy decisions of OASD(PA).

(9

{5} Iaformation annexe

The Dircector of Inforzaation, Ofuce of the Secretary of

(')

the Air Force (SAF-0I), is assigncd the regponsibility for the prepara=

tion of an annex io this plan which treats ia .detail the planned actions for .

cach significant stheduled eveat in the MCL program including the

_ ) - following: o , ,
Selection of astronauts 4 | _ R
Con.tract awards
Establishment of MOL Experiment Advisory Commitice
‘Signing { the AF-NASA agreement
DA D TITAN JIIC test launchings

— e A -

Completion of the contract definition phase and beginning
£ development phase : ' .

Delivery of wmodified GEMINI I spacecrait
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Delivery of first laboratdry
First Uall wp' lauacaing.
ans; unmaanned lauachi

row for fipst manned

0

Selection of cwew znd backup
launching

Selection of cvews for suboeguant

-

+

Selecticn of experimente o be perfocrmed,
{8) Coordination

The Directorate of Flans and Programs wiil be the

necessary coordination is

accomplished; within DOD coordination wil c%-:‘.c ag & minimum

k) d

OASD{ISA), CDDR&E, SAF-58S, and SAX-CI, In addition, coordinstion
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Attacuments

Prcgidential statement, 23 .“ugust 1965
Depaztraent of Dufense release, 25 August 1965
OASDIPA)Y mesgsage REX G152, 245 August 1965

Fact Sheet
Approved Ques‘uons and Answers
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