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PROI’OSED INFORMATION PLAN FOR PROJECT DISCOVERY | S
A. CBJECTIVE OF PROJECT DISCOVERY | B}
Baeginning 1n late 1958 and axtondiag into 1959, a series of v
satallites will be kmheil from the new Pacific Misslle Range at Gu.p ,
Vanderbcrg, Callfornia. These satellites will be powered by the Ther
taisellc with & e hiph: cnerny uoper stage known as the Bell i‘ustler,
S s el Ve pTOgemtg B8, IR JeFluin Feapects, & folioweom vaebicle program
to e JThii - olle conbiratioe.
The projec: is divided into two dictinct phases; ' . ."-'-

ta Tae firat hvo flights will orbit 330 pouna telemetry payloads
fnto 320 mule oshils with ordital Hves of perbags 10 days. Thesa first
two flights will previda tests of lurdvars and paylosd components and | _
also of the instrwmentation and facilities of the Pacilie 'umn. Range and
its complex of grutrad environment stat:ons locziea I;.Muh. iHawell end
‘iooilbly the f.nlarctic,

2. sepencing npon success obtained by the firet 5-7 flights,
addl(io-l‘l launchings of the NSOV ELY scries will take place durh‘ '
1959 £5 place up to 560 pound rezoverable aatellite packsges into 300 mile
orbits having 24-¢3 hour orblial livee with plauncd recovery by aluu‘nr
ot naval veaseia unan gigrat By one or anvthar of the avallable ground | |
statians. Thees Oiphie wlll comprise a serios of blomedicsl e:perlmnu' - N

w)ts 1.0 comuain %) 1 vice; later Ligbts alac contaicing frimates. ot




Ne follew-on program will be finalised prier to the successful completion
of at l;u-l five fiighte. Duts derived fremm The program will be applied to

resntry and recoverable sstellite space programs of the DOD and NASA,

B, PUBLIC ARNOUNCEMENTS;

1. mobjocﬁndmnhlumﬂ-’luubhm-wm'
.various lauachings in Preject DISCOVERY receive news ‘ratmnt related
to their actual missions. Public releases on the project will be strictly .
ceatrolied to lasure such treatment. In particular, heme ﬁlﬁ;‘ must
‘be disassociated with eay U,E. receasalssance program fer which they
havo no capadlllty,

2. Ia recognitica of the act that the firet two D}SCOVLRY launchings
havo missions distincily separate from thoes of the remaining launchings in
the series, this pudlic informatiea plan, aside frem an initial gemeral
relesse (Tab A), njllu to the fizst twe hm oaly, Fellowiag -
succeseful ceamplotion of the firet two h-chn.o: of the compenant and
range w’n.nm. .equ’r“-m’nwc inferrastion plan to apply te
the fellow-0a reentiry and recoverable satellite launches for blomedical
experiments will be IuM by DOD/ARPA. Untll relsase of this secend
plaa, no follow-0n announcements uhuu to the diemedical DISCOVERY
ﬂul will be lesurd, lesaance of the over-all 'hn. is not belag
sccomplished at this time because of the requirement that sach a plan
will swall results of the first twe lounchings. Until relesse by DOD/ARPA,
the fellow-on program, cther than the ARPA relsase at Tab A, will be
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3. As regards the first phase of project DISCOVERY, a0 releases ,;';:;;
orr\lhlkbrlcﬂlllwwrdm.lﬂqmﬂulh'ubAﬂnb‘. "
made until after the first satellite launching has takes place. | ;

4. The actual lamnch of the first DISCOVERY satellite vehicle
should be¢ treated in accerdance with precedures ostablished harein,

a. Should the vehicle fail withia site of the launching area or
m.ru.mﬁmdmau-hm-mmmnmin.h

peylend was in orhit, the statement provided ln Tab B should be made by
G Commander, PMR. No othor relessce should be made.

& wummnm.umumu
mmwm:mmammum
gation of tracking stations during & time poried required for ene or more
Tevelutions of the paylend, the statemsent sttached in Tab B will be made
by the Commmander, PMR. At the time of this relense, foct sheets may
uu*muuwmmuww
of the PMR and ite associoted tracking netwerk, ¢

"\ Should he vehlale be suceosofal in placing the paylesd fa
erbit, & pross cenlerence will bo held ot fhe AR a5 soen a8 eehit is
determingd. Pusticipating tu this press conforence will b the Disecter,
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at PMR aad the Degartment of Defonss, Washingten, inclading data on the -
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Sbjectives of the lawnching. the Deester and paylead utilised, the 3
erganisations involved, and the PMX and Its assoclated tracking stations,
Ne indication will be given of future schedules ner will the facts relsting
ts the secoad phase be aladerated upon, mmammm.&u
dats ebtained frem instrumentstion of the vehicle may be relsased as
spproprists. Interested ageucies will develep and submit all propesed
relenses and fact MbDOD_IAiPA where they will be approved prior to e
issuance,
S. Public release of infermation en the lauaching of the second ,.
DISCOVERY vehicle ia December of 1938 or Jazmary 1959 should be ia '
accorduace with the procedures setablished hereln for the launch of the s
first vehicle, Howeves, i view of the fact that & new sitaation will pertatn 5
Mtu,ﬂ:ﬂcm-uncncnéneomd. Tabs D and E will
be nbodﬁtd for Tabe B and C., respectively, _ E
The press conlerenss at PMR (o be faitisted by the statement ta .74
Tab E will conferm to the toms of this statement. The same guldance will
porhlll.l" fact eheets ®» be isoued at PMR and DOD, V.ashington, i the
event of & successful Jamnegh, | .
Ne iafermation will be given of future schedules o7 shout the secend
phase of the DISCOVERY prajoct. | »

6. This prese ph-_,” zecelpt d.--’p_n}lsy,ppprwd withia OSD,
ERSACERS U IETPI RN 2% (R 1
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mhunou;:”;.:qdm ct'na'im..'rini. -n...ud.nn. i
- unu-.ny eoori!nhdbys designated ARPA representative, Persoial
amhmmean.um-muwumdm. .
plan by m._
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TABD

Under the direction of the Advanced Rn-rf:h Projects A;cacy.. _
the Alr Force launchad the first of the "DISCOYERY" vehicles for tau:
purposes at hours today from the Pga at Camp Vandenber:,
Califorala. The vehicle IS ite first et lauach, (exploded on the laun-bh o,
{ailed after seconds of powered flight and destroycc itaelf,
axploded after secends of pwcnd flight, vieud oll course
after secends of powered fight and wes destroyed, falled to |
orbit the uunm slthough the laumch .ppund periect).

The launchiag was intended net caly as aa initial test of the h
OUISCOVERY velicle but alse to test the tracking, talemetry, and rangs
safety {acllities of the PMR, (The fiight of the vehicle was successtully
telam etored and tracked by the facilities of the range until misslle
failare, ustll communications with the satellite were Jost ___ misutes
after lannch). Deta is belaz analysed to determine cause of (malfanciion,

fallure 1o ordit the satellite).
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The satellite, having & peried of ____ mimstes, was placed tato o
m,:u:a:m-m.muuwnm.m.am
2-5 wesks, mpmm.m-myua-mm
telemetry eqaipment ealy. No sclestific mlnm are included decause
dmmdmmwmwuwm

The shjociive of fhis latest U.S. satellite io two-fald, and complote
munhudnuyh-m-“m nmunncovur
wm.wmhmnmmm Secend, the
sasellite wus lonnehed to Sost the teaching, telometry, and rangs safety
mm.-ummuqugam'm This netwosk
has ointions ia Alaska, Mowaii. n_l-n-i.-umu-:u-h.u_
plasned, |

This is the wertd's Sivet sutellite with & pelar esbit and Mo nearty
circular eshit 1o Sostimeny 0 the sdvancement ia U.S. missile guldaace and
coatrol techniques. mwhmhﬂmdw

Vandeaberg and the PMR.,
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Alr Force launcaed .c.:‘cc'ud DISCOVENLY test vahicle at hours
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teday ivc: the Macifie Misslle Llange st Camp Vandenberg, Califorols,
Ia it3 recond test launch, the vehlcle {exploded en the launch ped, faliod
alter ___teconds of powered Dight and destroyed zsclt, exploded
blier _ __seconds of powered Dight, voured off courco aftes ——.
POtk 3 o rerwcrad flight and wag vrsiroye!, failed to orbit she nate.D;t-
althgues thoe lagneh &ppeared perfect), As with the Litet lavaching cay'e
ovent it was lnteaces not anly a8 an addtional test of tae DIs.=oY LRY
vehicle but also as o further test nl tricklu;. tetaneliry and range : e
safety facLitinry of the PAR, (The Qight of the vehicle was -uce‘duziy s
tolernctered and tracked by the facllities of the range until misells fallese,
uatll camnumications with the sstellite wero lost minutes aftor W
lanzzh), “nta fs being analyned to determing cause of (the 1malf-aiction, o
fellure to crblt the satsllite), |
‘The initial launch of the DISCOVAXY vehicle took placeon___ Nuw,
1953, ani resulied in (tallure a9 tro tooster Liew up oa the laurch ;u.. .
allier 20 the Sr08ter ﬁln afler —teconde of powered m._m. 1A rtiag
Peccans 2o tie bosstie: wvns destroyed altey sesends of powe red
8:z:2, eanzdets sunccons as the boseser places o 530 mzlad te2t ~ayloe d

Iab> e noazly circular polar orbit).
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Undar the diractios. "d.;?t Aévnccd'aomr:h Pwocu A.aef;
at ___hours taday at the mew Pacific Misslle Range, the Alr Force
punzhed & 500 pound earth ssiellits uvaing the new DISCOVERY vehicle
to place an instrwoented paylesd b.o uﬂqu polar orbit, (Thle mc‘u
zoars aiter tae lnltial attenpt to launch a similar satellite on ____ Now,
1958. 1Mo rusrks the secend euccessiul lawach of a 500 pound carth satellite ur o
©e DISCC Y RY booster sysiem within & period of twe months). The satellite,
Leving v pericd of ___ misutes wae placed into a nearly circular 304 mus v
Skl and is expectod to haves lfe of adbeut two years. T:= paylond contzing
c puwer saply and cosmmunications and talametry squipmeut (si:allar to thoce
contained In the firet DISCOVERY setellites). As with the first DISCOVERY
inunching, the cbjective of Ais latest satallite was twe-fold snd (again)
complete surcess has already beeu achieved an both counts. First, the
DCOVLLY launching vehicls functioned perfectly in tha vehicle's second
successive test Oight, and we are setiefied that (t has dernonstrated its
application far future U.8, spece prograzas. Secomd, the sctallite was
aunche: a8 an add'tional test of the tracking talaaetlry and range safoty
facilities of the "MK and its sssecisted tracking netwerk. This network,
“iih otatione in Alaska, Hawall and the Aatsrctic, (agaln) functioned ans s
fuzctioning as 2anued, This is the werld's second satellite with & polar ariit.
The foct that wa dave ggain atiained a nesrly clecular arlit is a graat
compliment o the work thet has beea doss on the part d the U,E, miasslie

crganieations In the developmaent of guidance and coatral tochaiques.
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