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SURJEGT: Devolopmm of Space Systems

. Having carefully reviewed the military portion of the national
space program, the Deputy Secretary and I have become convincad
that it could be much improved by botter organization and clearer
assignment of reaponsibility. To thic end, 1 directed the General
Counsel of the Dapartment of Defenss to obtain your comments on
2 new draft DOD Direcﬁve, "Development of Space Syatems. " .

After careful cansideration of the comments and alternate

' plans that were submitted, the Deputy Secretary and I have decided

to aseign spacs developmm programs and projects to the Depart-
mcnt of the Air Force, exccpt under unusual circumstances.

m- auignment. of tpa.ce dcvelopment programs and projocti

) ”doal not predetermine the assignment of operational responsibilities

foy space systems which will be made on a project by project baois
as a particular project approaches the operational stsge, and which

will take into account the campetence and experianco of each of the

services a.nd the’ unified and specified commands. ‘

. Weé recognlu that 211 the military departments, as weil as
other Defense agencies, may have requiremants for the uos of
space equipment. The directive expressly provides that they will -
continue to conduct preliminary research to develop specific state-
mants of these regquiraments, and provides a meckenism through -

which these requirements wmay be fulfilled,
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Attached i3 a dicective incorporating this decicic:, (e
expect all elements of the Department of Dafenss to support it
fully and to help dsvelop the military portion of the nztional space

program in the most effective manner,

Encl. S ' .
DOD Diz. 5160.32
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