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5 July 1957

- HEMORANDUM

EUBJECT:  Revision of the WB-117L Program

l. The decision of the United States to launch & small scientiﬂc

. satellite in ordit during the IGY has cozmitied this country to & ywogrsm

of investigating space. Unfortunately, same people have loozed on this
project as a stunt vhich will be completed ab ties conclusion of the IGY.
The fact is, hovever, that a tremendous pudlic and scientific interest

has been generatoed in upper air resesarch and the izpetus provided dy the
gcientific satellite will not easily be halted, if at all. It is generally
Yecognized by the ssicntific cocmmunity that the first satellite is en -
iritial step only viaich, even iZ successful, <rould obtaln only a small
part of the basic data needed end desired. An analysis of the advantageas
siaich ‘the Dapartment of Defense can obtain fron Project Vanguard, i suc-

- cessful, is attached £3 Incl. 1. The limited musber of orbit attempts in

tas Vanguard Prograa vill not provide thas total. exount of data required
and many valuvsble experinents cmckbeperfomedbecmofthepayload
linitation in the vebicle. It i3 cpparent, therefore, that a raguirsment
will exist to extend sad =p)ify the Vanguard Frogrsam.

2. Ths Ilational 2Acatany of Sciences is on rascord in fovor of ea
extension to the Vonguard Progran 28 evidenced by ettecpis t0 obtain
suthority for louncaing an 2éditicnal zix sstellites. Another investi-
gation concerans using a medilied Vanpguard vezicle with inersased nayload.

A yertinent point in both o2 thase extensions is that ihay ere proposed

h. .

under coctinuiag Javy conagement. It ghould be realized tiat the ilavy
is already insesrtinzg in publicity relcases that the liavy was sslected to

. manage Project Vaaguard “because of deconstrated technical superiority

in this area.” If the Favy i3 allowed by default to obtain a continua-
tion of the Vanzuard Progran, then the ilavy has a strong possidility of
beconing firmly establisied 2s catellite and space "experts” and the

.- role of the Air Force in this erea will be seriously jeopardized.’

" 3. In 1955 vhen the smicesmaskedionmpraposmforthe
scientific satellite vprogram, tho Air Force was at a critical period ia
the ICZY progren and the 117-L Systen was pot yet eutboriced. An eddi-

" tional prosren of chestionad value could not tken be allowed to intarfere

vith the ICXM elfort. low howvever a diflerent situation exists. The "
IC=M e?fort is well or ibe wey exd-the 117-L is ea estadlished project. ;)

The Air Porce s2ould now e in a position to aggressively take stons to °T&
insure that any further satellite prosren ia under Afr Force managsment.

h. Itisrecomendeamtiemmmthevs-untestpro-
graa to provide for & Faase I 2ud II as follows:

Fhage I ~ Test of Vehicle and Orbit capsbﬂ.ity )
Zhege II - Czpadbility Test of theil!eeon:abmce Paeksgcl
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