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Dear Tommy =

"
x |

By letter of 20 April 1960, the Office of the Beoretary of Defense
- bas apjroved in mﬂmmpthhnlm:m progran as defined in the
$ Research and Developmont Pleng, dated 15 January 1960, for DISCOVERER,
E - _mmmﬂ.gmmmumssnmwm,asmm-
] - 10 JapAs vehicles, These R&D lmunchos Will be accomplished on the fastest
g - : schedule that is feasible. 1t

| : ll'he ope'raﬁdml brogram, both cs to scoﬁe on! timing, dces rot enjoy
- "~ the san: status. Tho Opora:r,;.oml Pluns vere sent by the éeerata.ry of

: Defense to the Joint Chiefs of Btafr in February 1960 for oomment . Bince
o that t:_lm the Chier or Raval Operations has resubmitted his »roposal for

torou.rgpm Prograns. Bowem,ve are conbinutng to plu: for this at
mmiht fiolent ,Mticn exists to the present mional
phufer&ﬂbﬂtomclnﬂam y approval. mnqmmnt:tthutm' ’

P




‘

coustyubtion of a 303,000 sq. 2t. BOC/DER st Offutt, before the ays-
tt:mmedm:uMm firm design criteria 19 available,
18 mout frequently cuestioned. It is elear that in opder %0 accelerate
our operational use of BAMOS, it will be neosssayy to adapt soae wll
“tyganived interim plans. Therefore, I have digected ARIC, as toan cap-
- tain, to prepare & 1o plan for exmioitation of eny possible recomnissance
data vhich may resuli from the R&D tasts. I unjerstand your staff is
perticipating with AkC. Since you will be involved with this exyloitation,
I expect the new plzn to be mutuslly acceptablas,

) Sinccrely
- Blgne s
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- j‘:h_-'"thited Btates Al Force
" Omal, Nebraska :

. Dear Tommy

" of couftence by THaE the
funding, There ere np opeorat,

Gene ral Thomas :"Sglirower B .. :
‘Gomuznder-in-Chief ' I L /

toglo Alr Comrsng

By htter of 20 Appil _1.960, the Offioe of the repry of Defense
has approved in principls the develmnt_.'progrm a8 gefined in the

EE Resoarch and Develcopment Flaos, doted 15 Jamsry 1960, for DISCOVERER,
" " BAMOS and MIDAS, ‘his SPRTOVRl provides far 35 D:

e oparationsl program, both as bo Sooge 4. tintug, doos not cnjoy

. the same statug, The operetional. plans ‘seri by the of
- Defense to the Joiy! Cniefs of Btesf 4n ;:?rum 1960 rme Hince
re

thst tire the Chies of Naval Oporotions subdtted his broposal Tor

" a Joing Mlitary Astronautics Carmeng apd I fecl that it is wost imyortant
- that these two Joi 2ctions be kept so
. to dispose of the latter agticn first
h‘.tec . ’ N

L. Tre has been and comtimes
~ $ional Flang,

te. It is necessary, therefore,
WO are pursuing this sction with

) exist strong opposition to the Opexa-
being delaysd Primarily because ogpala:k
‘obability of relishly achieving the fesign
red economioally soumd for Operationa)

The MIDAS

1ids; anaheme,-'nct yot consi

omfummmlymthenw& ’
although I have asked the ot_DetenuamtheCmutoapprm
our operational fund requegts. As far BANDS, the DIRLE, and various sci-
ammuavu nmmmmouanamumu.
Mv‘et_vn_.huv: not been Soncwrrensy for Gur spape rograms
even though e every Aly mospobmnhnvoplmdfor

b3

| Thy Unler Becivtary of the Alr Farcs tatruoted mo oo 27 May 1960 4o
- prepare. o nev interin operational plan for. BAMOS ny willr iy >
- handle in ! s ons




: !'h:s could be either ag a sepayate interim mfhim sapability -
or as an sugmentation to the R&D Sapebility, andl ¥ith Aty yerson-

‘nel, rather than contrector pexsonnel ¥espancible for the operation.
AR P

It 13 abundantly slear that the qurrent SANDS plan wil nol be
epproved and, therefare, I have directed ARDO, as tean oaptain, to pre-
peve the new intexim plan a8 requesteq. Further, the "Barly Fix" eon--
troot will haye to be Selayed pending Pesolution of basic qu:stions ag
reised by the Under Secywtary until the.r‘uq\y.-‘ntaa plen 1 suhmitted,
evaluated, and appropriate instiuctions proviced. T4 peens nogessary
to prepare a plen which will o pled dud ihich will elso movide
the maximmmm Spportunity 4o obtain /m Bovict ICEM eites ¢uring this
- oSt oritieal time, o ovide ¢ adequaic military op:vational ,

intelligence system at the eaxlicdt zable date.
-/
/

AFDSD-AT/Ma 5. Howard/sas/71791/31 May €0




